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A year later, however, a treaty of reciprocity with Cuba,
together with a treaty with Colombia in regard to an Isth-
mian Canal, was negotiated and both were ratified by the
Senate in February, 1903, after the President had sent an
ultimatum to that body saying that if the treaties were not
ratified by March 4 he should call an extra session for their
consideration.

On March 11,1902, the President sent his first veto mes-
sage to the Senate, refusing to sign a bill removing the
charge of desertion from the naval record of a man who had
deserted during the Civil War. Being his first deliverance
of the kind the President's words attracted wide attention
and elicited general approval:

" There can be no graver crime than the crime of deser-
tion from the army and navy, especially during war; it is
then high treason to the Nation, and justly punishable by
death. No man should be relieved from such a crime, espe-
cially when nearly forty years have passed since it oc-
curred, save on the clearest possible proof of his real inno-
cence. In this case the statement made by the affiant be-
fore the committee does not in all points agree with his
statement made to the Secretary of the Navy. In any event
it is incomprehensible to me that he should not have made
effective effort to get back into the Navy. He had served
but little more than a month when he deserted, and the war
lasted for over a year afterward. Yet he made no effort
whatever to get back into the war. Under such circum-
stances it seems to me that to remove the charge of deser-
tion from the Navy and give him an honorable discharge
would be to falsify the records and do an injustice to his
gallant and worthy comrades who fought the war to a finish.
The names of the veterans who fought in the Civil War
make the honor list of the Eepublic, and I am not willing to
put upon it the name of a man unworthy of the high posi-
tion."

The President did not permit the pressure of matters of
really momentous importance to turn his attention from his